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Specification Of Vehicle Types That May Be Licensed

18.  The legislation gives local authorities a wide range of discretion over the types of
vehicle that they can license as taxis or PHVs. Some authorities specify conditions that in
practice can only be met by purpose-built vehicles but the majority license a range of

vehicles.

19.  Normally, the best practice is for local licensing authorities to adopt the principle of
specifying as many different types of vehicle as possible. Indeed, local authorities might
usefully set down a range of general criteria, leaving it open to the taxi and PHV trades to
put forward vehicles of their own choice which can be shown to meet those criteria. In
that way there can be flexibility for new vehicle types to be readily taken into account.

20. It is suggested that local licensing authorities should give very careful
‘consideration to a policy which automatically rules out particular types of vehicle or
prescribes only one type or a smali number of types of vehicle. For example, the
Department believes authorities shouid be particularly cautious about specifying only
purpose-built taxis, with the strict constraint on supply that that implies. (There are at
present only two designs of purpose-built taxi.) But of course the purpose-built vehicles
are amongst those which a local authority could be expected to license. Similarly, it may
be too restrictive to automatically rule out considering Multi-Purpose Vehicles, or to
license them for fewer passengers than their seating capacity (provided of course that the
capacity of the vehicle is not more than eight passengers),




